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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Lance R. Sadler on May 18, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

I. Cancel claims 29 and 30; and 

II. Replace claims 1,17 and 31 with the following: 

1 . A system comprising: 
a plurality of sources; and 

an interface, selectively coupled to the plurality of sources, to generate and 
implement a media processing development project of processing chains at least one 
chain of which comprises multiple filters, wherein the interface loads a processing chain 
for each of the plurality of media sources at a point during the execution of the project 
when the chain is required, and wherein the interface is configured to unload at least a 
subset of the chains when they are not required, wherein unloading of said subset is 
accomplished based, at least in part, on a generated execution list comprising: 

a chain identifier field which maintains a list of chains utilized in the 

project; 
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a source identifier field which contains information denoting a project 
source; 

a project time field which denotes at what point during the project 
execution of a source chain is required; 

a source time field which denotes what portion of a source file is required; 

and 

a dependencies field which denotes whether an associated chain is 
dependent on any other chains. 

17. A computer-implemented method for generating and managing a media 
processing development project, the method comprising: 

identifying processing chains required to support execution of the development 
project over the next M seconds, wherein at least some of said processing chains 
comprise multiple filters; 

loading the identified processing chains as long as a currently loaded chain-count 
does not exceed an initial threshold, T, wherein T and M are greater than 0; and 

unloading a subset of loaded processing chains based, at least in part, on a 
generated execution list comprising: 

a chain identifier field which maintains a list of chains utilized in the 

project; 

a source identifier field which contains information denoting a project 
source; 
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a project time field which denotes at what point during the project 
execution of a source chain is required; 

a source time field which denotes what portion of a source file is required; 

and 

a dependencies field which denotes whether an associated chain is dependent 
on any other chains. 

31. A storage medium comprising a plurality of executable instructions which, 
when executed by a computer, implements an interface to manage development and 
execution of a media processing development project, wherein the interface identifies 
processing chains at least some of which comprise multiple filters required to support 
execution of the development project over the next M seconds, and loads the identified 
processing chains as long as a currently loaded chain-count does not exceed an initial 
threshold, T, wherein M and T are greater than 0, and wherein the interface unloads 
chains based, at least in part, on a generated execution list comprising: 

a chain identifier field which maintains a list of chains utilized in the 

project; 

a source identifier field which contains information denoting a project 
source; 

a project time field which denotes at what point during the project 
execution of a source chain is required; 

a source time field which denotes what portion of a source file is required; 
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and 



a dependencies field which denotes whether an associated chain is 



dependent on any other chains. 



Conclusion 



2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Li B. Zhen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3768. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri, 8:30am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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